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STATE HERITAGE OFFICE — STAND-ALONE DEPARTMENT 
Statement by Minister for Heritage 

MR A.P. JACOB (Ocean Reef — Minister for Heritage) [2.10 pm]: I inform the house about an important 
change to the status of the Western Australian State Heritage Office. As of 1 July 2014, the State Heritage Office 
will become a stand-alone department. This decision reinforces the importance placed by the Liberal–National 
government on heritage in Western Australia. This move will involve the establishment of a modern and 
effective organisational framework for the Heritage Office to serve the community well into the future. The 
Heritage Council of Western Australia welcomes the move and will continue to oversee major decisions and 
provide strategic direction to the new Department of the State Heritage Office. 

The State Heritage Office and the Heritage Council of Western Australia are well respected for their positive 
engagement in and focus on working in partnership with owners and developers, both public and private, to 
deliver truly world-class conservation and adaptive re-use of our heritage places. The State Heritage Office is a 
well-run organisation that already undertakes almost all the responsibilities of a stand-alone agency. 
Its establishment as a department will not only create an organisational framework that reflects a contemporary 
approach to government, but also better meet its needs into the future. 

The State Heritage Office will be the primary vehicle for new government heritage initiatives, such as the 
recently announced heritage revolving fund, and will continue to deliver meaningful programs, such as the 
annual heritage grants program and the heritage advisory services subsidy program for local governments. The 
State Heritage Office will also continue its excellent work to date supporting the development of new, 
modernised legislation that protects and promotes Western Australia’s unique cultural heritage. A new heritage 
bill is being drafted, and it is intended that it will be introduced to Parliament as a green bill to allow further 
consultation. I congratulate the Heritage Council and the staff of the State Heritage Office for their sustained 
efforts in promoting the heritage of Western Australia and look forward to more exciting initiatives. 
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